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Student materials and tools list 

This list is designed for students that may want to set up their own working studio and fire their own 

pots. If you work under an instructor or in a community setup, you may first want to compare and check 

what is available in the studio for you to use. 

There is no need to rush to get all these things on the list if you do not have it (it may become expensive 

to collect all at once!), but these are tools that I use. It gives me the crisp edges and foot rims in my 

porcelain. I will discuss alternatives that you may find in your house during the course, but if you know 

what will work you have the option to come prepared or get familiarized to use these tools in future.  

The tools are readily available everywhere in the USA. If you are from a different country and do not 

have access to these specific tools, contact me, so that we can find alternatives for you. 

Of cause you will need a computer. 

1. Access to a potters kiln 

2. Clay (preferably some porcelain or other fine white clay body) 

3. Glaze materials 

4. Table with absorbent surface, like a smooth wooden table. 

5. Find the sharpest tools in your studio and make sure you bring them along. We’ll use it for dryer 

porcelain trimming and carving. 

6. Thin rounded ribbon or  wire loop tools that are blunt and used for clay 

modeling  (available with Femo clays in your craft store)  

 

7.  Metal kidneys and other ribs, the thinnest you have in your studio (not wooden ones)  

  

8. Plastic cards (credit - make sure it has expired and safe to use, gift or hotel key).  

9.  Any tools from “mud tools” (http://www.mudtools.com), especially their 

colored kidneys are “happy tools” in my studio. I use the soft red kidney (3.5" x 1.75") 

the most. 

These mud tools are very American and a huge improvement on the old blue rubber kidneys, but if 

you still have those available, it will do.  

http://www.porcelainbyantoinette.com/
http://www.mudtools.com/
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10. Sharp tools for carving, any of the ones you normally use; dental, to a sharp blade from a carpet 

knife.  (Euclid and Xiem have some modeling tools that I love to use) 
http://www.euclids.com/Williams%20Tool.htm  

http://www.bigceramicstore.com/Supplies/XiemTools.htm?gclid=CNfGp8KyzLMCFelDMgodxWgAxA#SSTools  

 

11.  Sharp point knife 

12. A surform blade (shredder tools) available from any ceramic store or 

hardware store (at the wood department) is a must when working with any 

clay, including porcelain. Take good care of them by not allowing to stay 

wet. Treat with oil to limit rusting. You do not need the handle, so if the 

blade is available for a refil, you can only buy that. It is a must in my studio. 

13. I found the best way to keep my pots damp is in plastic buckets with lids that seal. They do not have 

to be large. I do not know what is available in the studio you will be working in; many studios have 

abundant regular buckets, without lids. The alternative to this is plastic bags. 

14. A sturdy sheet of wood (many studios have bats that you can use if they allow that) to carry and 

store your work on. 

15. Any of your regular tools, sponges, wooden sticks (with sharp point)  

16. Smooth wooden dowel stick of 2-3 inches (2.5-5 cm) thick  ( unless you have access to a slab roller) 

 

17. 2 x flat wooden rulers or sticks  of 1/8th – ¼ inch thick (1/2 – 1 cm)  

 

18. Any kind of clay to use and trash for  mold making ( about 10lbs – roughly 5 kg) 

19. One bag of potters plaster (note that plaster from a pharmacy or hobby store will not work well) 

20. Banding wheel 

21. Spray bottle 

22. Scoring tools 

23. Paddling tools 

24. Pencils + felt pen 

http://www.porcelainbyantoinette.com/
http://www.euclids.com/Williams%20Tool.htm
http://www.bigceramicstore.com/Supplies/XiemTools.htm?gclid=CNfGp8KyzLMCFelDMgodxWgAxA#SSTools
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25. Pair of Compass (to draw circles) and/or cookie cutters to make circles 

26. Calliper 

27. Drawing paper 

The image below shows a set of tools that has all you need for a beginning. If you cannot buy it as a set, 

but as loose tools, you can save some money and buy only the loop tools, the sponge, the long sharp 

point wooden stick and the metal kidney. The two round dowel sticks with the wire, can be replaced with 

2 buttons and a fishing line connected to it. For the needle tool (sharp needle on metal handle) you can 

start with a regular needle pushed into a bottle cork or something similar. 

 

 There you have it. If anything else is needed during the course, I will try to inform you sooner than later, 

but I think we have it covered. You really have to be careful when buying tools; if this is your first time in 

a ceramic supply store, you need to realize that Pottery Supply Companies would try to sell to you as 

much as you are willing to buy and it may end up unused in your studio. Potters are known to become 

tool junkies! Not only will it clutter your studio, but you will find you could have spent the money in 

better places. Follow my suggestions for now, and add tools as you start understanding your own 

personal needs. 

Any questions: contact me  

http://www.porcelainbyantoinette.com/

